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Yunan;s; Corner

In New Zealand, there are two special holidays around June: King’s Birthday and Matariki.

King’s Birthday is a public holiday for King Charles lll. He is the King of the United Kingdom, and he
is also New Zealand’s official King. New Zealand has its own government and Prime Minister, but
the King is still an important symbol of the country. King’s Birthday is not his real birthday, but
people in New Zealand still get a day off. Many people enjoy a long weekend with family or friends.
Matariki is the Maori New Year. Matariki is the Maori name for a group of stars. When these stars
appear in the sky, it means a new year is beginning in Maori tradition. Matariki is a time to
remember family members who have passed away, say thank you for what we have, share food, and
think about our hopes for the future. Matariki became a New Zealand public holiday in 2022. The
date changes every year, usually in June or July.
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