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This is the 12th month since | came to Japan last August! A year has passed so quickly, and a lot has happened during this time.
I've met many wonderful colleagues and bosses, lovely students, and good friends! July is probably the most exciting month
for students, summer vacation! How long is the summer vacation in Japan? Six weeks? That’s a long time! I've heard from some
students about their plans for the summer, going to friends' houses, visiting their grandparents, or going to water parks and
pools with friends. Some students are even traveling to other cities or even overseas! | hope everyone enjoys their summer to
the fullest!
I'm also really surprised by the heat of the Japanese summer; it's much hotter than in New Zealand. In New Zealand, the
hottest temperature is around 32° C, but that’s not very common. However, Japan already hit 33° C by late June, which is super
hot!l There are also people attending their sports tournaments during the summer, please drink lots of water and don't get
heat stroke, but most importantly, enjoy your game and achieve your goals!
I've also noticed many fruits coming into season in June, like peaches and watermelons, and I'm so excited to see this! Water-
melon is very expensive in New Zealand, up to 1,500 yen per kg, meaning one watermelon can cost over 10,000 yen! Peaches
aren’t even available in New Zealand, so eating fruit has become one of my favorite things to do in summer here in Japan!
There are still many things I haven't discovered in Japan throughout this year. Please let me know if you have any recommenda-
tions for things to do, foods to try, or anything else you think | should experience! I'm looking forward to this summer and
hearing your opinions!
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