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Hello everyone!

This April 23rd is English Language day, one of 6 UN language
days, celebrating the 6 official languages of the UN. These
languages are: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and
Spanish. The 23rd is significant because it is William Shakespeare's
birthday, he's the famous English playwright who wrote 'Romeo
and Juliet".

Some interesting facts about the English language:

(MAround 1.5 Billion people speak English as a first or second
language in the world today, putting it ahead of 1.1 Billion Manda-
rin Chinese speakers.

@Around 400 Million people speak English as their first language,
which makes it the 3rd most spoken native language, behind
Spanish at 500 Million, and Mandarin Chinese, at 900 Million.
@There are 470,000 words in the largest printed English
dictionary, slightly behind the largest Japanese dictionary of 500,000
words, and the Standard Korean Language dictionary of 511,282
words!

@English speakers speak about 6 syllables per second on average,
which is around the average in the world. Japanese speakers
actually speak more quickly than average, with about 8 syllables
per second, similar to Spanish. As another example, Mandarin
Chinese is spoken more slowly, at around 5 syllables per second.
(®The average native English speaking adult knows around 20,000
to 30,000 words, but this number is similar across many languages!
The languages of the world all serve the same purpose, helping us
communicate, but it's interesting to me the ways that they are
similar and different! I'l stick to mastering Japanese before | move
on to a new language though.
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See you next month! FIKR !
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