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Hello everyone! Happy New Year!

| hope you enjoyed your New Year's week, even
though it might have been difficult to meet with
family this year.

In Japan, Coming of Age Day is this month, isn't it?
In America we can do things at different ages, let's
take a look at some of the differences.

Driving: Americans can drive on their own at 16
years old, but they can start learning at 15 1/2.In
Japan, the driving age is 18; but you can drive a
mini-bike at 16 years old.

Voting: Americans can vote when they turn 18
(this is legally when they are adults). Japanese
people can now vote when they turn 18, but the
voting age used to be 20 years old!

Drinking: Japanese people can start drinking when
they are 20 years old, but Americans must wait
until they are 21. When | was in college, | knew
some very disappointed Japanese foreign exchange
students, who could drink in Japan, but not in
America(l'm sure they got better grades because
of it though).

Congratulations to this year's new adults, and
Happy New Year everyone!

See you next month,

Josh
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